ART
Mobilette

'Iﬂ'hllu b‘md has haan a platfurm fnr tha

nurturing of contemporary media art within
the West Midlands for more 'Ihan 12 years, it
has taken a major leap :
forwards with the
opening of its new
gallery on Heath Mill
Lane. Although Vivid
doesn't launch officially :
until next month, a

solo show for established m
Scottish visual artist
Calum Stirling

begins today.

Entitled Mobilette, this
mix of video, sound and
sculpture takes its name
from an outmoded form :

of French bicycle, rather optimistically
designed to accommodate four passengers.
~ This idea of technological anachronism

~ informs the exhibition, as well as Stirling’s

~ interest in interpreting his urban subject
 matter in rhythmic terms.

The centrepiece, entitled Outopia (pictured),
features a diorama of a 1960s cityscape, an
image of which is transmitted via a rotating
camera on to a video screen, creating a
primitive approximation of CGI.

Another piece, provisionally entitled Brick

Works No.1 To 12, uses
a simple computer
programme that runs a
cursor over a camera .
image of Vivid's
brickwork. Every time it
hits a darker brick, the
cursor trigger an
electronic piano note,
with the goal being to
capture the rhythm of
the building to free jazz-
style effect. While this
may affectively mean ‘a
load of random plinking

nninaa it will n&rtnlnly be a striking

H'strm:lu-:tlun to an important new art gallery.
Andrzej Lekowski
Today until Jun 4, \ivid, 140 Heath Mi¥ Lane,

Birmingham, daly 1pm to S5om, free.
Tel: 0121 766 FE7E. www.vivid.ong. uk.




